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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


STATISTICAL SUMMARY FY 1953 


During the year ended 30 June 1953, the Armed Forces 
Medical Library: s 





ACQUIRED 13,773 books and 89,904 serial pieces (gains 
of 7% and 10%, respectively, over FY 1952 perform- 
ance). 


SEARCHED 29,218 prospects for adding to the collection 
(32% more than in FY 1952). 


EXCHANGED 30% more material than in the previous year 
(in 1,214 outgoing shipments and 408 incoming ship- 
ments). 


CATALOGED 24,640 titles (up 17%), of which two-fifths 
were recataloged works. 


FILED 186,761 cards in our catalogs (up 7%). 


BOUND (sent to GPO bindery) 12,944 volumes, a drop of 
almost one-third below the previous year. Volumes 
returned from GPO bindery during the same period 
numbered 16,073, an increase of almost three times 
over the previous year. The number of volumes let- 
tered and repaired in our own shop also increased 
significantly. 


ADDED 2,328 pictures to the Art Collection (down 28%). 


CIRCULATED 190,550 volumes (up 11%), of which 29,609 
were borrowed by other libraries (83% to govern- 
mental libraries). 


ANSWERED over 11,000 reference questions, and COMPILED 
over 400 bibliographies of some length (on a par 
with last year's figures). 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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RECEIVED 105,709 orders for photoduplication services, 
in response to which 2,518,299 pages of microfilp 
and photoprints were made. This is an increase of 
20% over the workload for 1952, which was in turn 
40% above the workload for the previous year. 


PURCHASED 628 old and rare items for the History of 
Medicine Division. (The results of Dr. Wilson's 
buying trip to Europe will show up largely in 
next year's statistics.) 


PUBLISHED 100,816 items in the Current List, which is 
now indexing 1,432 journal titles; also published 
special bibliographies on Military Psychiatry and 
Gas Gangrene and Gas Gangrene Organisms. 











SPENT $1,232,508 on all operations (down 7%), includ- 
ing $942,000 for personnel salaries, $70,000 for 


binding, and $65,000 for purchasing books and 
journals, 


COLLECTED $64 more for photoduplication services than 
in the previous year, total being over $20,000 in 


each case. This confirms that’ the increase in 
demand for PD services is coming from military 
sources. 


EMPLOYED an average work force of 230 persons during 
the year. This is one more than in the previous 
year although a personnel reduction effected in 
the last month brought the level down to 221 at 
year's end. 


EXHIBIT 


The exhibit for the month of December, prepared by | 


Mr. David A. Kronick of the Reference Division, is devoted 
to the beginnings of medical journalism. Items on display 
include only 17th century titles since it was at this time 
that journals devoted exclusively to medicine began to ap- 
pear. Among the items shown are two contemporaneous trans- 
lations of Nicolas de Bregny's "Les Nouvelles Découvertes 
sur toutes les Parties de la Medécine," 1679, Thomas Barth- 
olin's "Acta Medica et Philosophica Hafniensia," 1671, and 
Stephen Blankaart's "Collectanea Medico-physica," 1680. 
The "Collection Acad@émique" which contains translations of 
many of the 17th century proceedings of the scientific 
societies, translated by members of the Académie Royale des 
Sciences, is also given a prominent place in the exhibit. 
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ARCHIBALD MALLOCH, M.D., 1887-1953 


Dr. Archibald Malloch died 19 September 1953, after 
five years' illness. A young doctor, leaving medical prac- 
tice and teaching because of his deep interest in medical 
history and literature, he brought to his new profession an 
understanding of what the physician needs from his library 
and fresh ideas of how to achieve it for him. His twenty- 
three years as Librarian of the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine, 1926-1948, were filled primarily with the problems of 
that Library's expansion. Under his aegis it grew from the 
modest collection of a private group of physicians into 
a research institution serving the medical profession and 
the general public beyond its own region. 


With all this activity, he found time to cultivate 
medical history, the magic charm that had drawn him origin- 
ally into liprary work. His writings were chiefly concerned 
with history as portrayed in the lives of its makers. The 
monumental Bibliotheca Osleriana, of which he was one of the 
editors, has become a landmark in medical bibliography. 





Dr. Malloch was a warm friend of this Library of 
ours, amd was keenly alive to the necessity for its adequate 
maintenance and continuing improvement. The best means of 
providing control of the mounting bulk of medical literature 
was a problem which lay near his heart, for he had been on 
the other side of the fence during his. years in medical 
practice, and he knew how vital it was for the physician 
to keep abreast of the literary tide. His labors on behalf 
of this Library and for the advancement of medical bibli- 
ography are remembered with deep appreciation. 


CHANGES IN PHOTODUPLICATION SERVICE 


In the issue of the NEWS for April 1953, we pr 

some rather appalling statistics eoneetaine the saubaneees 
of photoduplication requests which remained unfilled one 
week following receipt. We found at that time that the 
proportion of unfilled requests was 2 out of 3. We are how 
happy to report, from evidence of several later surveys, 
that the ratio of unfilled to filled requests is now down 
to lin 4. Of the total requests, 4.8% cannot be filled 
because the item is already on loan elsewhere (as against 
28.9% earlier), and 10.4% cannot be filled because the items 
wanted are away at the bindery (as against 15.4% in the 
earlier report). It is also heartening to note that only 
4.8% of items requested are not in the Library's collections 
(out of scope), whereas formerly 9.3% were so classified. 
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Another fact uncovered by these surveys is that the 
majority of unavailables are forwarded from the stack service 
to the Photoduplication Section within two days of receipt, 
no less than 48% being collected on the very day that the 
request is received. By the end of the third day after 
receipt 85% are ready; the remaining 15% represent the 
knotty problems, and require much more time. In the Photo. 
duplication Section itself, three to four days are needed 
for filming, developing, and editing, so that in most caseg 
the completed work is ready for the mail approximately sevep 
working days after a request has been received. 


This tremendous improvement is due to increased co- 
operation from users of the service and from all parts of 
the Library. The drop in the percentage of items unavail- 
able because they are on loan does not signify a lessening 
of the use of the collection, but reflects the results of 
the building up of a microfilm file of the most heavily used 
journals of the past ten years and of the development of a4 
special machine to use the film file. This new routine will 
be described in more detail in a later issue. 


SAMUEL C. HARVEY, M.D., 1886-1953 


Dr. Samuel C. Harvey, for many years a distinguished 
member of the Yale University faculty and Surgeon-in-Chief 
at the New Haven Hospital, died on 23 August 1953, 
Dr. Harvey received his M.D. from Yale in 1911, and in 19981 
received an honorary degree from Western Reserve. He was a 
past president of the Connecticut State Medical Society and 
a FRIEND of the AFML. 


M. PIERCE RUCKER, M.D., 1881-1953 


Dr. M. Pierce Rucker died on 23 October 1953. 
Dr. Rucker graduated from Johns Hopkins in 1903, and taught 
at the Medical College of Virginia until 1930. He was head 
of the Department of Obstetrics at the Johnston Willis Hos- 
pital for many years, and at various times served as Presi- 
dent of the American Association of Obstetricians, Gynecol- 
ogists and Abdominal Surgeons, the South Atlantic Associ- 
ation of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the Medical 
Society of Virginia. He had also served as Chairman of the 
Section of Obstetrics and Gynecology of the American Medical 
Association, and of the Section of Obstetrics of the Southem 
Medical Association. He was editor of the Virginia Medical 
Monthly and a FRIEND of the AFML. 











